
DETERMINING CRITICAL APPLICATION ITEM (CAI) CODING

A. The Military Service Engineering Support Activities are responsible for determining whether an item has a critical application and have the final decision.

B. The Weapon System Essentiality Code (WSEC) determines CAI coding.

C. The WSEC is assigned through the provisioning process or upon receipt of a Military Service’s determination of an individual item’s essentiality.

D. The WSEC assigned to a National Stock Number (NSN) will be the determining factor for its criticality unless the item has been identified as a “special procedures category” item such as Aircraft Launch and Recovery Equipment (ALRE), Individual Repair Parts Ordering Data (IRPOD), or Critical Safety Items (CSI).

E. If multiple WSECs are assigned to an NSN, the most critical WSEC will determine the criticality.

F. The following WSECs indicate the degree to which failure of the part will affect end item operation:

G. 1 = Failure renders end item inoperable.

H. 3 = Failure will not render end item inoperable.

I. 5 = Needed for personnel safety.

J. 6 = Needed for legal or climatic.

K. 7 = Needed to prevent impairment of end item.

L. WSEC 1 or 5 indicates the item is critical application.

M. WSEC 3, 6 or 7 indicates the item is not critical application.

N. Any weapon system coded item without a CIC and without a WSEC cannot be coded as a non-CAI item (CIC = “N”) without Service approval via DLA Form 339.

O. For non-weapon system coded items that DLA manages, the DSCs will make CAI decisions based on available information or previous ESA communication.

P. The DSCs may change a non-critical item to critical based on their best technical judgement.  This action must be documented in the DSC’s files.

Q. No item coded as CAI may be reclassified as non-CAI without ESA approval via DLA Form 339.  Exceptions to this rule include changes to the WSEC that dictate a change from critical to non-critical, or documentation from the ESA confirming prior non-critical determination.
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