Business System Modernization Message

The purpose of this message is to inform anyone who makes changes to the Contract Tech Data File (CTDF) about ongoing data cleansing work and about restrictions on changing data for items that have gone through the data cleansing process.  

In preparation for the next releases of BSM, teams of technical staff are reviewing and changing elements of the CTDF in accordance with agreed upon business rules.  We are undertaking this work:

· To respond to lessons learned from BSM release 1

· To ease the movement of large numbers of items from multiple versions of SAMMS to a single version of the BSM system, and 

· To prepare for the use of the Federal Logistics Information System (FLIS) as the authoritative source of a number of data elements.

We have learned that inconsistencies in data across the Agency negatively impact the conversion of items from SAMMS to BSM and create an unnecessary burden on the product specialists working in the BSM system.  We hope that data cleansing in advance of conversion will avoid or lessen that impact.  To achieve this goal, we must maintain the integrity of the items that have been cleansed in preparation for conversion, which will begin in November 2004.


Tables identifying items that have been through the data cleansing process are

A1148, A1161, A1162 and A1163. These Tables will be found in the “D” field of the CTDF. All denote total cleansing of the CTDF except for A1162, which only denotes the correct specs are in “E” field and format is in accordance with the Deskbook.

Once the NSN is reviewed/cleansed and the appropriate table entered in the CTDF, it is imperative these Tables are not removed. Should changes to the CTDF become necessary ensure it is kept in BSM format and continues to adhere to the Data Cleansing Instructions.

POC for questions on the above communication are Sid McCormac, DSCR-VH,  x3167.  Additional focal points and BSM guidance can be found at the following website:

Click here for BSM Communiqué POCs
